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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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7TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 24, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Epiphany Carol,” Linda R. Lamb (8:30) 

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
Stand 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.  
Amen. 
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, 
cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of 
our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and 
love. Amen. 
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim 

release to the captives.” In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to 
you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy of the Lord 
is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” #631 
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Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Gloria  
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that 
where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, 
and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may 
seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sit 

From the Old Testament Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they 
came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he 
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will 
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to 
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not 
come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 37:5-11, 39-40 
 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what | God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
7Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who  
        succeeds in | evil schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. Refrain 
 
9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land. 
10In a little while the wicked shall | be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will | not be there. 
11But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land; 
  they will delight in abun- | dance of peace. 
39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O LORD; 
  you are their stronghold in | time of trouble. 
40You, O LORD, will help them and | rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in 
you | they seek refuge. Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless 
it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to 
be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God 
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a 
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 
there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it 
is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second 
man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of 
the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will 
also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 6:27-38 

 

Gospel Acclamation “We Know That Christ Is Raised,” #449 stanza 1  

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
And our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
Hallelujah! 
 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 6th chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who 



8 

 

abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; 
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away 
your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who 
do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and 
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, 
and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you 
give will be the measure you get back.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “O God of Mercy, God of Light,” #714  
Stanzas 1, 2, 5, 6 

 

Confessing our Faith  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
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from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

 
Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime,” 
 arr. Martha Lynn Thompson (8:30) 

“Walkin’ in the Light,”  
Kathleen Thomerson (11:00) 

Stand 

The Gifts Are Presented “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311, 
stanza 4 
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Kings shall fall down before you, 
And gold and incense bring: 
All nations shall adore you, 
Your praise all people sing. 
To you shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
Your kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 

 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 
 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 
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“We, Thy People, Praise Thee,”  
arranged by Martha Lynn Thompson (8:30) 

 

“Word of God, Come Down on Earth” #510 

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” #605 
 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

 

A Hymn 
 

“O Christ, Our Hope” #604 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave  

 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  

Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Tim Rosenberger (8:30); Mike Thiel (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Anna Kukelhan (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Kent Skurkey, Scott Straffen, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
Eileen Spicer, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (11:00) 

 
Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman, Jared Waugaman (8:30);  

Evan Thiel, Luke Thiel (11:00) 
 

Cantors – Trudy Gustke (8:30) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Joy Ringers (8:30) – Directed by Ruth King 
 

Messiah Choir (11:00) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Brass Ensemble (11:00) – Directed by Andonai Henderson 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Ray Durban (8:30);  
Mark & Amy Hunger (11:00) 

 
Greeters— Frank & Ellen Petak (8:30); 

 Marian Carpenter, Marilyn Sheerer 
 

Ushers – Joe King, Tim Roman (8:30);  
Dominic Bloor, Jim Breckel, Ryan Szczepinski, Aubrey Thiel (11:00) 

 
Altar Guild – Bonnie Price, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 

 
Nursery – Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11:00) 

 
Trustee – Joshua Koza 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 The ability and confidence to forgive 
 

 Strength to “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 
6:31) 

 
 Success of Shrovefest 2019; that it may be a wonderful celebration 

and build community 
 
 Safe travels for Pr. Burce and his family as they return from the 

funeral of his mother, Elinor Burce 
 
 The Ill:  Frank Petak, Mary Weber, Doris Werblak 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Feb. 23—POLYCARP, d. 156, a great bishop who was martyred at age 86.  
BARTHOLOMAEUS ZIEGENBALG, d. 1719, a Lutheran missionary to India.   
 
Feb. 24—ST. MATTHIAS, the apostle who replaced Judas.   
 
Feb. 25—ELIZABETH FEDDE, d. 1921, a Norwegian deaconess who served 
the poor in Brooklyn and Minneapolis. 
 
Mar. 1—GEORGE HERBERT, d. 1633, English priest, poet, and hymnwriter.   

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-36 

 We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 

 

 



15 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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